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should content themselves with the wretched produce of their own country.
Methinks there is something very mean in being such avowed plagiaries, and I wonder the British spirit will submit to it. Why will our countrymen thus distrust themselves ? Let them exert their own genius and invention, and I make no doubt but they will be able to produce as many original extravagances as all the Marshals of France can do. How much more glorious would it be for those ladies who establish the fashion here, to consider at the same time their own dignity, and the public good I Let them not servilely copy or translate French edicts, but let them enact original laws of their own. I look upon the birth-day clothes of a fine woman to be the statute of dress for that year: and, by the way, the only statute which is complied with. I therefore humbly entreat, that it may be enacted in English. Seriously, if three or four ladies, at the head of the fashion, would but value themselves upon being clothed entirely with the manufactures of their own country, and from the plenitude of their own power pronounce all foreign manufactures un genteel, awkward, and frippery, the legions who dress under their banner would soon be as much ashamed of dressing against their country as they are now of being thought even natives of it. This would be moreover the real imitation of the French, who like nothing but their own.
What I have said with relation to my fair countrywomen holds equally true aa to my fine countrymen, to whom I cannot help hinting, over and above, that they make very ridiculous Frenchmen, and might be very valuable Englishmen. Every nation has its